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MESSAGE

 The Distance Education Programme of DEI was launched on June 02, 2004, with a one-year 

certificate level vocational programme on Motor Vehicle Mechanic (Four-Wheeler) in MTV Puram – 

a small village in south Tamil Nadu. The programme was conducted in blended education mode 

and the medium of instruction was Tamil. Sixteen students were registered for the programme. 

Gradually, more programmes were introduced, and study centres established after the Institute 

took steps to meet the statutory requirements. By the year 2011-12, there was considerable 

expansion, accompanied by a significant increase in staff. To meet the need of enhanced 

interaction in the distance education set-up, it was decided that a monthly Newsletter entitled 

'DEI-DEP News' will be issued. This Newsletter has been issued starting from January, 2013 

without interruption for nine years and this hundredth issue symbolises a landmark achievement.

 I congratulate the Coordinator, Distance Education programme of DEI and his team and the 

Editorial team from the Dept. of English Studies of DEI for this achievement.

 Online education is one of the recent initiatives of the Dayalbagh Educational Institute. 

From toddlers in pre-nursery to students pursuing advanced degrees such as D.Sc /D.Litt, 

everyone in the DEI community benefits from this mode of education. The Superman Evolutionary 

Scheme is served through a network cascade that uses cutting-edge technologies to link up with 

DEI's 477±1 centres in both, (supervised) video average connections (900-2000) and audio 

average connections (8000-14000) nodes on daily basis. Thus, all the members of our educational 

community, from students to mentors to teachers remain connected, and we are able to 

successfully conduct events ranging from regular classes, to tests and entrance exams. National 

and international workshops, conferences, and seminars are also conducted using this 

infrastructure. 

 Enabling education throughout the globe irrespective of location and time reflects our 

commitment to serve and generate employment, and creates opportunities for self-employment.  

This is a matter of great pride to all of us as members of the DEI family. 

 We extend our heartiest congratulations to the online education team, and wish them great 

success in all their future endeavours.

Dayalbagh, Agra – 5      (Prof. Prem Kumar Kalra)
January 27, 2022              Director, DEI

Art, Scinece & Engineering of Consciousness
Living        Learning    
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From the Coordinator's desk
As I pick up my pen for the hundredth time to write this column, the 

meeting of the Advisory Committee on Education (ACE) held on 24  th

November, 2013 comes as a flashback in which the proposal submitted 
by us to issue a monthly newsletter for enhanced interaction within the 
distance education set-up of DEI was coming up for consideration. 
While approving the proposals, the Revered Chairman of ACE was 
pleased to direct that assistance of the Department of English Studies of DEI, which had been recently 
strengthened with the addition of three new Assistant Professors, can be taken. Accordingly, the English 
department was approached and they formed an Editorial Board for the Newsletter which has continued to 
extend substantial support in bringing out the monthly publication on a regular timely basis.

The inaugural issue of DEI-DEP News was Graciously released by Revered Prof. P.S. Satsangi Sahab on 
31  January, 2013 by pressing a button at the Multimedia Centre of DEI. All the Centres of DEI received the st

e-copy of the Newsletter at the same time.

The cover page of the Newsletter carried the following message: This inaugural issue of DEI-DEP News is 
humbly offered in Worshipful Homage to the August Founder of DEI, Revered Dr. M.B. Lal Sahab on His 
auspicious Birthday (31  January).st

Several features that we started with in the early issues of the Newsletter, e.g. 'From the Coordinator's 
Desk', 'Know Your Study Centre', 'Some Highlights of the Satsang Tour', 'News from DEI', 'News from Study 
Centres', 'Know Your Centre-in-Charge/mentor/facilitator', etc. were found to be useful and interesting by 
the readers (as we learnt from the first feedback received) and therefore we have continued with them. In 
between, we have experimented with various other features, e.g. 'Your question – our answer', 'Spotlight 
on HQ staff', 'Initiatives that worked', 'Write-ups on University Departments', etc.

Several noteworthy events of great importance and high intellectual content take place regularly in 
Dayalbagh. These include: the Annual convocation, the Diamond Jubilee Lecture, Dayalbagh Science of 
Consciousness, etc. We use the Newsletter as the medium to let the staff in the Centres have a gist of the 
proceedings and the lessons to be learnt. In addition to these, an effort is made to provide information on 
Value-based Education, Vocational Education, Credit & Grading System, etc.

We pay a lot of attention to the element of innovation in our education system. These include 
modularization of certificate level programmes, option of exiting after one year in two-year Wireman and 
Electrician programmes, the entrepreneurial experiment in dress-making in Rajaborari and other locations, 
etc.

Now, as directed by the Revered Chairman of ACE, we have taken another important step to meet the 
needs of those who feel more comfortable with Hindi rather than English, we have decided to issue DEI-DEP 
Samachar – the Hindi version of the Newsletter. Six monthly issues have already been issued and have been 
received with enthusiasm. The Hindi edition is also in keeping with the national policy of spreading the use 
of Hindi as a language which unites the Country.

Bringing out a meaningful Newsletter every month has been a challenge. We have been extremely lucky 
to continuously receive Guidance and encouragement from the Revered Chairman of ACE. The fifth issue of 
our Newsletter coming out in May 2013 received the following Gracious compliment: Very well done. A bit 
later, another issue was returned with the Gracious Remark 'Keep it up'. These invaluable blessings keep us 
going.

(Prof. V.B. Gupta)
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The Changing Landscape of Higher Education

The changing landscape of higher education was considered in terms of its evolution since its 
origin in the December 2021 issue of this Newsletter. The brief write-up took us through the first 
three phases of evolution of Education [1], starting with the first phase, viz. Education 1.0 (Guru-
Shishya method of teaching – learning) to the second phase, viz. Education 2.0 (Massification of 
Education following the invention of the Printing Press in the year 1436 with the teacher as the 
knowledge provider and the student as the passive recipient) to Education 3.0 (use of Computers 
and Internet in teaching and learning). In this edition of the Newsletter, the discussion is extended 
to the evolution of the fourth phase, viz. Education 4.0 (high speed internet, mobile technology, 
social media platforms, etc. facilitating personalized learning anytime anywhere and changing the 
role of teachers to facilitators and mentors). Education 4.0 puts the Learner at the centre of the 
eco-system and he/she has complete flexibility to be the architect of his/her own learning path [1].

Fisk [2] has specified nine steps which assist in implementing the Education 4.0 paradigm. 
These are: (i) learning at different times and places, (ii) personalization of learning, (iii) adaptive 
and dynamic learning process, (iv) project–based learning, (v) field experience, (vi) data 
interpretation, (vii) formative assessment, (viii) student ownership, and (ix) the mentoring 
system.

The changing landscape of higher education has also been examined in terms of evolution of 
Universities in four phases, starting with medieval Universities, as follows: University 1.0 (Middle 
ages – 18  century), University 2.0 (19  century – 1960s), University 3.0 (1970s – 2000s), and th th

University 4.0 (2010s – now) [3]. Prof. John Dewar, Vice Chancellor and President of La Trobe 
University, Melbourne, Australia makes an important point [4] that the world of work for which we 
are preparing students is changing very quickly, in particular with developments in digital 
technology. As a result, the shelf life of skills and qualifications acquired through formal education 
at school and university is reducing very quickly. The next point made by him relates to translating 
university research into commercial outcomes which takes too long. What is required is deep 
industry partnership, incubation and fostering start-up businesses.

According to Prof. Dewar, the following four features will come to define University 4.0 [4]: (i) 
University will provide on-demand learning in different modes (ii) there will be a move away from 
degrees as the only form of credential offered, towards a more mixed offering of degrees plus 
shorter cycle qualifications (iii) there will be a much stronger focus on career management for 
students, and (iv) university will become physical sites for co-location and research collaboration 
with industry.

Prof. Dewar further states that the university will shift from being self-focused to being 'for 
others'. They will become deeply connected to the communities around them. And they will 
become exceptionally committed to serve the needs of students. Further, they will become actively 
engaged to bring about a better world. All these features will qualify the university to become an 
ecological university.

- Contributed by Prof. V.B. Gupta 
Coordinator, DEI Distance Education Programme

References:

[1].  FICCI (Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce and Industry):  Leapfrogging to 
Education 4.0: Student at the Core (2017)
http://www.ey.com/Publication/vwLUAssets/ey-leap-forgging/$File/ey-leap-forgging.pdf
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Shiksha Diwas Celebrations

 Dayalbagh and its associated institutions have always enjoyed the reputation of adopting 
most solemn and meaningful practices while celebrating significant occasions throughout the year. 
In this category can be counted the celebration of 'Shiksha Diwas' on 1  January every year to st

commemorate the opening of the first educational establishment in Dayalbagh. From the year 
2021, this day is also being celebrated as 'Dayalbagh Science of Consciousness Day' amongst the 
DEI fraternity. All ICT and Information Centres of DEI are encouraged to celebrate this occasion in 
the most befitting manner, keeping in mind the importance given to innovation and values in DEI's 
educational policy. This year too, despite the looming threat of the pandemic, we have received 
reports from several centres, where they have communicated the details of these celebrations at 
their end. The same are being shared as follows:

DEI INFORMATION CENTRE, TORONTO, CANADA

At Toronto Information Centre, little tots of Sant (Su)perman Scheme, CRC Children, Youth, Adults 
and DEI Alumni of Toronto Branch gathered in the spirit of Fatherhood of God and Brotherhood of 
man to offer their humble efforts in celebrating Shiksha Diwas on January 1, 2022.

The programme started with DEI Prayer in Sanskrit. CRC children recited 'Radhasomi rakshak jeev 
ke' in Sanskrit. CRC children prepared very inspiring and interesting audio/ video recordings 
related to green topics such as water preservation and composting. Displaying their newly 

News From Information Centres
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developed Sanskrit reading and comprehension abilities, they also read out some shlokas and 
slogans in Sanskrit.

Toronto youth captivated the audience on the topical subject of AGROECOLOGY and gave 
presentations on topics such as 'Organic Farming', 'Ground Water Recharge', 'Integration with 
Solar Energy' and 'Local Lessons in Sustainability'. Toronto Branch Secretary briefed the audience 
on the  underway in the City of Cambridge in partnership with University of Agroecology Initiatives
Waterloo and its surrounding areas.

An interactive Sanskrit word- guessing game session, including zoom audience participation, was 
thoroughly enjoyed by all. The qawwali "Dil ka hujra saffkar" was sung with musical 
accompaniments. The celebration concluded with recitation of the DEI Song.

The programme was attended by 13 zoom links and 22 members in person.

DEI  CENTRE,  KAROLBAGH

Shiksha Diwas and Dayalbagh Science of Consciousness Day was celebrated at Karol Bagh ICT 
Centre with great zeal on 1 January 2022. The whole programme was meticulously planned and 
hosted by the students and the faculty comprising the cultural coordinating team.

The programme commenced with the University Prayer followed by energetic and warm 
introduction by students about why is this day celebrated and the importance of it. This was 
followed by the cultural performances by students (including storytelling, poem/song recitation 
and presentations on the theme of Consciousness). In the end, the audience was addressed by the 
Centre In charge, where he appreciated the efforts made by the organizing team and the students 
and also enlightened the audience about the importance of this day. The programme was 
concluded by reciting the University Song.

DEI INFORMATION CENTRE, DAYALNAGAR, VISAKHAPATNAM.)
Shiksha Diwas was celebrated at DEI 
I n f o r m a t i o n  C e n t r e ,  D a y a l n a g a r, 
Visakhapatnam on 1st January 2022. Prof. 
Anand Mohan,  Reg is t rar,  Daya lbagh 
Educational Inst i tute (Deemed to be 
University), was the Honourable Chief Guest of 
the day, who joined through virtual mode. The 
programme started with the University Prayer. 
The Introductory remarks and a brief note on 
Shiksha Diwas were given by the Centre In 
charge Shri. V. Dakshinamurthy. The Chief 
Guest was introduced to the students, staff and 

residents by Shri. A. Gurusaran. Prof. Anand Mohan enlightened the gathering onthe importance 
of Shiksha Diwas. The programme concluded with the Vote of thanks by Smt. V. Rajkumari 
followed by the University song.

DEI INFORMATION CENTRE - SECUNDERABAD

Shiksha Diwas Celebration was organized at Secunderabad through virtual mode on 1  January st

2022. The programme started with the University Prayer. An interesting topic was taken up for 
sharing the views, which was, “Education, Emotions, Etiquette and Ethics leading to the 
Dayalbagh way of life”. Shri. N Sasidhar, Shri. Parvatam Prasad, Ms. Ritu Raj, Ms. Vasanta Lakshmi, 
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Ms. Anusha and Ms. Amulya shared their views on various points pertaining to the above topic. 
Later, Ms. Vani M played a religious on Veena, Ms. G Rupa recited a Sanskrit shloka Tyagarajakruti  
and Shri. Raj Kumar Saxena recited a religious poem. Dr YV Subrahmanyam; Centre-in-charge, 
talked about the relevance of the topic that had been taken for discussion as well as the 
significance of Shiksha Diwas, and presented the Vote of Thanks. The celebration ended with the 
University Song. A total of 78 participants were present.

DEI CENTRE  ATLANTA, USA

Atlanta Study Centre celebrated Shiksha Diwas on January 1 , 2022, with enthusiasm and fervour. st

It was a collaborative endeavour of 41 students from Atlanta, Dallas, Florida, Houston, and Austin 
imbibing the spirit of 'Fatherhood of God and Brotherhood of Man'. The programme commenced 
with a soulful rendition of the University Prayer in Sanskrit by the students of Houston and Austin. 
A welcome note and a brief introduction to the programme was rendered by Mrs. Madhulika 
Nemani. Later, the skit titled “ ” was presented which unveiled the woeful voice of laL—rL;ekgkRE;e~
Sanskrit echoing through the haloed hallways of antiquity, beseeching the world for help for its 
emancipation. An ensuing dialogue between a mother, child and Narad Muni, portrayed by Atlanta 
students, enlightened the audience of the Surabharati (Sanskrit), a Glorious history of Dēvavā īṇ -
divine language, which has now become prey due to negligence by the modern world. The 
students of Dallas, portrayed the roles of researchers of Sanskrit language, unveiling the wisdom 
and exquisite scientific knowledge like the value of Pi, speed of light, and other mathematical 
concepts through the eloquent Sanskrit shlokas. Weaving into the script was a beautiful display by 
the Florida students exhibiting the works and initiatives taken by the Department of Sanskrit, DEI. 
A brief overview representing academic and social relevance of Sanskrit was rendered highlighting 
the spoken Sanskrit course via special lectures and workshops. DEI has introduced 
INFORMATION-COMMUNICATION-NEURO-COGNITIVE Technology Assisted Language Lab 
popularly known as (i-c-n-c-)TALL. Besides, Sanskrit was also introduced to the Superman kids of 
Phase 2, ladies practicing self-defense, and in Rajaborari Schools, Madhya Pradesh.

Bringing the skit to an 
impactful conclusion was a display 
of the Sanskrit Education initiative 
taken up by Atlanta Branch in 
collaboration with SCDC (Satsang 
c u l t u r e  a nd  d e ve l o p m en t 
committee) .  At lanta S tudy 
Center 's  Sanskr i t  language 
l e a r ne r s  pu t  up  a  s t e l l a r 
presentation of the Sanskrit 
curriculum, focusing on grammar, 
vocabulary, prayers in Sanskrit, 
and conversational Sanskrit that 
they have been learning since 
September 2020. The audience 
was left in awe by the ease of 
Sanskrit conversation by the 
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students. The well received Sanskrit skit was concluded with a note of appreciation for the 
participants and gratitude at the Holy Feet of Radhasoami Dayal by Mrs. Harsh Gulati and Mr. 
Somayajulu Nemani, the Sanskrit instructors. Subsequently, Mrs. Madhulika Nemani (Atlanta 
Branch Secretary) gave a brief overview of the 2021 activities of the Atlanta Branch and new 
initiatives of 2022. Later, Mr. KB Mehta (DRSANA President), Mr. Rakesh Bhatnagar (Vice 
President), Mr. Dayal Nagasuru (Secretary), Mr. Anand Vommi (Treasurer), and Mrs. Dipti Mehta 
provided their feedback and appreciated the efforts of Atlanta branch. Mr. Shaliendra Saxena 
(Dallas Center In-charge) rendered Vote of Thanks. The programme concluded with the prayer in 
the Holy Feet of Huzur Radhasoami Dayal.

DEI INFORMATION CENTRE – ROORKEE
Shiksha Diwas was celebrated on 1st January 
2022 with great enthusiasm at the Roorkee 
Centre while strictly observing the Covid 
appropriate protocol. The programme started 
with the recitation of the University prayer, 
following which the Centre in charge Prof. V. 
H u z u r  S a r a n  i n  h i s  W e l c o m e                                 
Address emphasized the significance of value-
based education in today's context. It was 
highlighted that the Dayalbagh way of life is the 
ideal example to emulate in life.  The guest 
faculties Dr. (Mrs.) P.P. Gupta and Prof. S.C. 
Gupta shared
 their thoughts on the importance of the Shiksha Diwas and congratulated the students of Roorkee 
Centre that they were fortunate to receive the highest quality education at such an affordable cost. 
The programme concluded with the rendition of the University song and distribution of sweets. 

On the occasion of Shiksha Diwas, 
Chenna i  Informat ion Centre 
organized a symposium on the         
theme “Contribution of Education 
for Better Worldliness”.

There were five speakers invited to 
share their thoughts on this theme.  
The first speaker was Dr. Madhu 
Madan, retired Professor and Dean 

Academics of Symbiosis Centre of Distance Learning. She explained the different aspects of 
Education with reference to Apara Vidya and Para Vidya and discussed the impact of education on 
enhancing Better Worldliness. The second speaker was , an academician for 40 Mr. Ramraj Nagaraj
years and a technology consultant with leading IT companies.  He spoke on the topic “Education 
as a catalyst to social change”. 

Mr. Atul Mathur, was the third speaker, an industry expert having 30 plus years of experience in 
advertising, marketing research and marketing analytics.  He presented his talk on the topic 

DEI INFORMATION CENTRE-CHENNAI
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“Education an aid to increasing 
environmental consciousness”. 
The fourth speaker was Mr. E.V.S. 
Aranganathan, a retired bank 
branch manager and also mentor 
of B. Com and PGDT students at 
Chennai and MTVPuram study 
centres.  He presented his 
thoughts on the topic “Education 
and Better Worldl iness with 

reference to quality of life (including better livelihood)”. Mr. Hemant  The Fifth speaker was 
Kuppala, an alumnus of DEI, having 15 years' experience in the IT sector.  He presented his 
thoughts on the impact of DEI's value-based education on the overall personality of an individual 
and also mentioned about . DEI's Vision- 2031

The programme ended with the Vote of thanks and University Song.

DEI INFORMATION CENTRE- KARNAL

Shiksha Diwas was celebrated at the 
Karnal Centre with great zeal. All the 
students were invited to attend the 
event. Short speeches were given by 
the Mentor and the Centre -In- 
charge related to the importance of 
education in life. In the end, sweets 
were distributed to all.

D E I  I C T  C E N T R E - 
BANGALORE

DEI ICT Centre, Bangalore celebrated 
Shiksha Diwas on 1st January 2022 in 
audio mode. The programme started 
with a welcome speech by the Center -
In -charge followed by university prayer 
in Sanskrit rendered by Mrs. PSM 
Lakshmi & Mrs.& Mr. Prem Chitanya. 
Then, one Shabda was recited by Mr. 
Jwalant, Mr. Gaurav Caprihan and Mr. 
Ajay Sandhir followed by reading of 
Note on Shiksha Diwas by Mr. Gagan 
Deep Kalia. Mrs. Resham Bhatia read brief Bachans from the 'Discourses on Education in 
Dayalbagh: A Vision of Complete Education '.

A very interesting and relevant Presentation on “ " was given Computer Simulation in current times
by Mr. Pawan Soami followed by Q &A session. In the end, Center In-charge Prof. TVSN Murty, 
updated the gathering about the activities of ICT, Bangalore.



DEI-DEP News  Vol. 10  No. 1  January 2022. . .

Dayalbagh Press

DEI INFORMATION CENTRE- RANCHI
In Ranchi Centre, the  Shiksha Diwas was celebrated with fervour. Members of the Satsang branch 
were requested to join the celebration. The Centre-in-charge formally welcomed the gathering. 
After garlanding of the Holy Swaroop of Revered Founder-Director, Dr. Lal Sahab and singing of the 
Institute's prayer, the Centre-in-charge spoke briefly about the importance of education and then 
invited Shri Satya Prakash, an academician, to deliver a talk on 'Challenges Before Education in the 
Pandemic Times '. The speaker dwelt on the pros and cons of the online education. The talk was 
followed by several queries from the audience which were satisfactorily answered by the speaker. 
The next item was a quiz contest chiefly on the Sant Satgurus and Dayalbagh. Children and 
youngsters were especially encouraged to answer. A children's path to the accompaniment of 
harmonium followed. And the last item by way of a solo path was rendered by one child Abeer. 
There were prizes galore for the participants.

DEI INFORMATION CENTRE, LUDHIANA
 Shiksha Diwas was celebrated on 
1st January 2022 at Ludhiana Centre. The 
function started with the Prayer. Students 
and teachers participated with great zeal. 
The Importance, role and goal of 
education of DEI were discussed. The 
function concluded with the prayer 
“Tamanna yahihai”. In the end, sweets 
were served to all.

 
DEI INFORMATION CENTRE- MUMBAI
The Mumbai Centre celebrated Shiksha Diwas with 
immense enthusiasm. The programme began with 
the University prayer.Then the Centre- in- charge 
addressed the audience highlighting the 
significance of the day and enlightened them 
about the achievements of the DEI. Following this, 
one DEI student spoke on ' ' He Sigma Six Q.
extended his gratitude towards DEI and Mumbai 
Centre for the opportunity provided. This was 
followed by Ms. Meenakshi giving a very 
informative talk on Education. The programme 
ended with the vote of thanks.
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